DESCRIPTION OF THE TOWN OF ARCH.        II7
Of tiie  splendour  of Ptolemais,   no  perfect
monument remains; but throughout the town
are seen shafts of red and grey granite and mar-
ble pillars, some  used as thresholds   to  large
door-ways, others lying neglected on the ground,
and others again used as supporters of the interior
galleries of okellas or public inns, formingpiazzas
around the central courts below.    Of these, al-
together,  we counted nearly two  hundred in
different parts of the town ; and besides several
slabs of fine marble," perhaps once used in the
pavements of some hall or palace, now collected
near a magazine at the north end of the town,
we observed a fine Corinthian capital, in perfect
preservation, lying at the door of a new mosque
on the west, and the fragment of another of the
composite   order, the   diameter of which was
upwards of five feet.
The Saracenic remains are only to be partially
traced in the inner walls of the town, which
have themselves been so often broken down and
repaired as to leave little visible of the original
work; and all the mosques, fountains, bazars,
and other buildings, are in a style rather Turkish
than Arabic, excepting only an old but regular
and well-built khan or caravanserai, which might,
perhaps, be attributed to the*Saracen age.
The  Christian   ruins   are altogether   gone,
scarcely leaving a trace of the spot on which
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